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CREATION

THE UMBRELLA FINAL AGREEMENT (UFA), RATIFIED IN 1993, AND THE SUBSEQUENT YUKON FIRST 

NATION FINAL AGREEMENTS (YFNFA):

• AGREEMENT BETWEEN YUKON FIRST NATIONS, CANADA, AND YUKON GOVERNMENT

• 11 OF YUKON’S 14 FIRST NATIONS NEGOTIATED AGREEMENTS

• CONSTITUTIONALLY PROTECTED, MODERN TREATIES

• RECOGNIZE AND PROTECT RIGHTS OF YUKON FIRST NATIONS PEOPLE TO HARVEST RENEWABLE 

RESOURCES

• YFNFA KEY OBJECTIVE IS TO ‘ENSURE THE EQUAL PARTICIPATION OF YUKON INDIAN PEOPLE WITH 

OTHER YUKON RESIDENTS IN FISH AND WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT PROCESSES AND DECISIONS’.

• YFNFA ESTABLISHED YUKON SALMON SUB-COMMITTEE (YSSC) ‘AS THE MAIN INSTRUMENT OF 

SALMON MANAGEMENT IN THE YUKON’

• YSSC MUST CONSIDER BOTH TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE AND SCIENCE

• YSSC IS A SUB-COMMITTEE OF THE YUKON FISH AND WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT BOARD (YFWMB)



YSSC

COMPRISED OF:

• 2 MEMBERS NOMINATED BY FISHERIES AND OCEANS CANADA

• 2 MEMBERS APPOINTED BY YFWMB

YUKON RIVER DRAINAGE

• 2 MEMBERS NOMINATED BY COUNCIL FOR YUKON FIRST 

NATIONS

PORCUPINE RIVER DRAINAGE

• 2 MEMBERS NOMINATED BY VUNTUT GWITCHIN FIRST NATION

ALSEK RIVER DRAINAGE

• 2 MEMBERS NOMINATED BY CHAMPAGNE AND AISHIHIK FIRST 

NATION

Members: Harvey Jessup, Roger Alfred, Al von Finster, Carl Sidney, 

Stan Njootli Sr

Missing: Ed Long, Jason Jim, James MacDonald, Michelle Dawson-

Beattie, Tim Gerberding







SALMON SPECIES

YUKON RIVER

• CHINOOK

• CHUM

PORCUPINE RIVER

• CHINOOK

• CHUM

• COHO

ALSEK RIVER

• CHINOOK

• SOCKEYE

• COHO



YSSC RESPONSIBILITIES

• YSSC SHALL MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE MINISTER ON ALLOCATIONS OF SALMON TO 

USERS

• YSSC MAY MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE MINISTER ON CONTENT AND TIMING OF SALMON 

HARVESTING AND MANAGEMENT PLANS

• THE MINISTER SHALL CONSULT YSSC ON LEGISLATION EFFECTING YUKON SALMON AND THEIR 

HABITATS

• ACTING IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST, MAY MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE MINISTER AND YUKON 

FIRST NATIONS ON ALL MATTERS RELATED TO SALMON



RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE MINISTER

INVOLVES CONTINUOUS: 

• ENGAGEMENT WITH YFNS, RRCS, YFGA, AND PUBLIC

• COMMUNITY VISITS

• ATTENDING MEETINGS

• RECOMMENDATIONS ARE CONSIDERED CONFIDENTIAL UNTIL THE PROCESS IS COMPLETED AS 

EXPLAINED IN 16.8.3



INTERNATIONAL

PACIFIC SALMON TREATY

• FOR CANADIAN-ORIGIN SALMON THAT ORIGINATE IN CANADA AND ARE INTERCEPTED BY 

U.S.

• SEVERAL CHAPTERS

• CHAPTER 1: TRANSBOUNDARY PANEL, PACIFIC SALMON TREATY

• INCLUDES ALSEK, STIKINE AND TAKU DRAINAGES

• YSSC ARE ADVISERS/OBSERVERS

• CHAPTER 8: YUKON RIVER SALMON AGREEMENT

• FORM THE MAJORITY OF CANADIAN REPRESENTATIVES TO THE YUKON RIVER PANEL (YRP)



INTERNATIONAL (CONTINUED)

YUKON AND TRANSBOUNDARY PANEL ACTIVITIES:

• WORK WITH ALASKANS TO CREATE:

• RUN RECONSTRUCTIONS, PRE-SEASON FORECASTS, SPAWNING ESCAPEMENT GOALS, AND 

MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS (TECHNICAL COMMITTEES)

• ADVOCATE FOR CANADIAN INTERESTS

• BOTH PANELS HAVE FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR PROJECTS:

• NORTHERN FUND

• RESTORATION AND ENHANCEMENT FUND



NORTHERN FUND

NORTHERN BOUNDARY AND TRANSBOUNDARY RIVERS 

RESTORATION AND ENHANCEMENT FUND

• MANAGED AS AN INVESTMENT FUND AND EXPENDS A 

PERCENTAGE OF THE INTEREST

PROJECTS MUST ADDRESS AT LEAST ONE OF THE 

FOLLOWING CATEGORIES:

1. DEVELOP IMPROVED INFORMATION FOR RESOURCE 

MANAGERS

2. REHABILITATE AND RESTORE MARINE AND FRESHWATER 

HABITAT

3. ENHANCE WILD STOCK PRODUCTION THROUGH LOW 

TECHNOLOGY TECHNIQUES



RESTORATION & ENHANCEMENT FUND

UNDER THE YRSA, $1.2 MILLION IS AVAILABLE ANNUALLY FOR 

PROJECTS SPECIFICALLY FOR CANADIAN-ORIGIN SALMON

• PROPOSALS CAN BE SUBMITTED FOR CONSERVATION, 

RESTORATION, ENHANCEMENT, STEWARDSHIP, AND/OR 

VIABLE FISHERIES 

CANADIAN YRP MEMBERS: 

• PROTECT 50% OF THE RE FUND

• IN COOPERATION WITH ALASKANS, EXPEND THE REMAINING 

FUNDS



QUESTIONS?

HTTPS://YSSC.CA/ @YUKONSALMONSUBCOMMITTEE


